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Six years ago, East Hill Synagogue renamed its youth program the ‘Asher Strobel Youth Program’, in 
memory of Asher Strobel z”l. Asher’s untimely passing was a devastating loss to his family and friend 
and it had a huge impact on everyone who knew him. He was a friendly and warm young man with a 
passion for Israel, Judaism and the Jewish people. 	

To memorialize Asher and the impact he has had as a youth leader on the EHS youth, we developed the 
East Hill Synagogue Asher Strobel Leadership Program. The program has two primary aims: to 
strengthen the participants’ leadership skills, and to expose them to the richness of our history and 
heritage. We have run the program three times, each time with approximately twenty participants. Due 
to its outstanding success, we will continue running it this coming year and hopefully for many future 
years.  
 
Please note all participants must be in 12th grade for the 2017/18 academic year. The program runs over 
twelve sessions. A major highlight of the program is the annual weeklong journey to Poland. The 
leadership sessions are organized around four main themes:  
 
● Israel Advocacy  
● Public Speaking  
● First Aid Training (includes certification in CPR from the from the American Heart Association)  
● Legendary Jewish Leaders  
 
The Poland experience focuses on both the vibrancy and strength of Polish Jewry prior to the Second 
World War and the destructive forces of the Nazi Holocaust. Highlights include Shabbat in Kazimierz, 
the ancient Jewish quarter of Krakow where we daven in the beautiful Ramah Synagogue and a visit to 
Yeshivat Chachmei Lublin, the bastion of Torah study in the years leading up to the Shoah. We also 
visit Auschwitz, Treblinka and Majdanek, the sites of the darkest episode in Jewish history.  
 
We have seen that the leadership sessions and the Poland trip have a profound and long-lasting impact 
on the lives of each participant.  
If you know of someone who might want to apply, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
youth@easthillsynagogue.com or call 860-818-1765.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Sarah and Benny Berlin 


